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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH RABASA: HAVANA CONFERENCE ON PUERTO 
RICAN INDEPENDENCE AND MEXICO 

REF: MEXICO 7743 

1. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE FROM OUR PREVIOUS CABLES, WE 
HAD RAISED THIS MATTER BOTH WITH FOREIGN RELATIONS SEC- 
RETARIAT AND PERSONALLY WITH SECRETARY OF GOVERNMENT MOYA 
PALENCIA PRIOR TO THE RETURN OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. UN- 
FORTUNATELY, WHEN I CALLED ON THE PRESIDENT, I DID NOT THINK 
TO RAISE THIS MATTER AS THE PRESIDENT WAS SO FULL OF HIS 
RECENTLY CONCLUDED TRIP. HOWEVER, ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 
29, 1 CALLED FERNANDO GUTIERREZ BARRIOS TO TELL HIM THAT I 
HAD OMITTED RAISING THIS MATTER WITH ECHEVERRIA AND HE 
AGREED TO REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OUR DEEP CONCERN. 

2. ON AUGUST 30, DURING MY CALL AT RABASA'S HOME I PRESENTED 
OUR CASE. RABASA WAS AWARE OF BACKGROUND AND TOLD ME THAT HE 
HAD ALREADY INSTRUCTED HIS DEPUTIES AT FOREIGN SECRETARIAT 
NOT EVEN TO RECEIVE THE DISSIDENT PUERTO RICANS WHO WERE 

IN MEXICO, LET ALONE TO ENCOURAGE ANY OFFICIAL GOM PARTI- 
CIPATION IN THE HAVANA CONFERENCE. I TOLD HIM OF OUR CON- 
CERN RE POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION BY PRI (RULING PARTY) WHICH, 
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(AND JUSTIFIABLY) INTERPRETED AS APPROACHING GOM 
PARTICIPATION. HE SAID HE HAD ALREADY ADVISED ECHEVERRIA 
AGAINST BEING LED INTO EVEN APPEARING TO BE HELPING TO STIR 
UP THE INTERNAL PUERTO RICO SITUATION AND WOULD HAVE STILL 
ANOTHER TALK WITH HIM PRIOR TO DEPARTING ON MONDAY. 

3. FOLLOWING OUR CONVERSATION, I ENCOUNTERED RABASA AT A 
RECEPTION ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 3 1. HE TOLD ME THAT HE 
HAD TALKED WITH ECHEVERRIA AND THAT WE WERE "NOT TO WORRY.” 
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